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Collective identity is a major factor influencing social and political convergence or divergence
in contemporary societies. In Iran, the existence of diverse identity patterns has raised the
question of which form of collective identity is most capable of strengthening national
cohesion and solidarity. This study comparatively examines different patterns of collective
identity in lran utilizing a descriptive-analytical and comparative approach. Data were
collected from books, scholarly articles, and studies related to identity, nation-building, and
social cohesion. An analytical framework was developed based on six components: central
idea, legitimacy source, belonging level, constitutive elements, integrative function, and
balance status. Within this framework, ethnic, religious, transnational, nationalist, and Iranian-
Islamic identities were analyzed. The findings indicate that one-dimensional identity patterns,
due to their emphasis on limited identity components while overlooking historical, cultural, or
social dimensions, face difficulties in promoting sustainable convergence in pluralistic
societies. In contrast, Iranian-Islamic identity, by combining historical, cultural, and religious
elements, demonstrates a greater capacity to connect diverse social groups and strengthen
national belonging. The results further indicate that the effectiveness of this identity model
depends largely on its ability to maintain balance among different identity components and
adapt to social changes. Therefore, the continuous reinterpretation and reinforcement of this
identity framework is capable of contributing significantly to strengthening social solidarity
and reducing the conditions that foster divergence in Iranian society.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Collective identity is one of the most
fundamental concepts in explaining the
formation of cohesion, solidarity, and social
stability within contemporary societies. In
societies marked by ethnic, cultural, linguistic,
and religious diversity, the dominant form of
identity can play a decisive role in strengthening
or weakening national convergence. Iranian
society, due to its multiple layers of identity, has
constantly faced the question of which identity
pattern has the greatest capacity to create unity
and reduce social divisions. In recent decades,
the expansion of communications, -cultural
transformations, and social changes have led to
the redefinition of numerous identity patterns.
Some of these patterns emphasize ethnic
elements, some focus on religious components,
and others stress national or transnational
elements. Historical experience has revealed that
one-dimensional identities often face serious
restrictions in creating sustainable consensus. By
contrast, more inclusive identity patterns have a
greater capacity to generate a shared sense of
belonging among different social groups. From
this perspective, a comparative study of diverse
forms of collective identity in Iran can contribute
to a more accurate understanding of the
mechanisms of national convergence and
divergence. Identifying the cohesion-building
elements of collective identity is also highly
significant for cultural and social policymaking.
Moreover, analyzing the capacity of each
identity pattern makes it possible to assess its
role in confronting internal and external crises
and threats.

Methodology

The study is theoretical in nature and conducted
using a descriptive-analytical approach. The data
were collected through the study of books,
scientific articles, historical documents, and
reliable sources related to collective identity and

social cohesion. This study takes the various
forms of collective identity in contemporary Iran
as its unit of analysis.

Findings

The findings indicate that different forms of
collective identity in Iran vary significantly in
terms of their legitimacy sources, belonging
levels, and social functions. Ethnic identity is
primarily based on the linguistic, cultural, and
historical elements specific to each ethnic group
and has a strong capacity to create intra-group
solidarity. However, limiting the scope of
belonging to the ethnic level may, under certain
conditions, lead to a reduction in national
convergence. Ideological identities, although
capable of considerable political mobilization,
may create the grounds for social divisions if
they turn into exclusive frameworks. Shiite and
ummah-based identities are rooted in religious
and doctrinal elements and play an important
role in creating cultural and value-based
solidarity. The examination of modern national
identity showed that an exclusive emphasis on
civic and political components, without
connection to the historical and cultural memory
of society, faces restrictions in creating lasting
consensus. Likewise, the ancient-oriented model,
due to its focus on only part of Iran’s history, has
not been able to encompass all identity layers of
society. By contrast, lranian-Islamic identity,
because of its simultaneous reliance on
historical, cultural, civilizational, and religious
elements, enjoys greater comprehensiveness.
This model has been able to establish an organic
link between Iranian identity and Islam. The
Persian language, shared historical memory,
national culture, and Shiite Islam constitute the
main pillars of this identity. The findings
illustrates that these components possess a high
capacity to create a shared sense of belonging
among different social groups. This model also
allows the presence and acceptance of sub-
identities within the framework of an inclusive
national  identity. The examination of
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contemporary social and political examples
further exhibited that, in times of crisis, the
elements of Iranian-Islamic identity have a
significant ability to mobilize society and
strengthen national solidarity. For this reason,
compared with other identity forms, this model
has a greater capacity to manage social diversity.
Overall, the findings suggest that a greater
balance among historical, cultural, and religious
components is associated with a stronger
capacity for national convergence.

Conclusion
The results demonstrate that collective identity

remains one of the most imperative sources of
social and political cohesion in contemporary
Iran. The comparative assessment of different
identity patterns indicates that one-dimensional
identities, because they emphasize only part of
social reality, have a limited ability to create
inclusive consensus. This limitation, especially
in plural societies, can activate social and
political cleavages. By contrast, patterns capable
of combining and synergizing different identity
elements have a greater capacity to produce
sustainable solidarity. The findings revealed that
Iranian-Islamic identity possesses this feature
more than other identity patterns. By integrating
historical, cultural, civilizational, and religious
elements, this identity has been able to provide
an inclusive framework for defining collective
belonging. A shared language, historical
memory, cultural values, and common religious
beliefs constitute the main foundations of this
convergence. This model also enables the
integration of ethnic and cultural diversity within
a broader national identity. Contemporary social
and political experiences further confirm that, in
times of crisis, this identity has the capacity to
activate social capital and strengthen collective

participation.  Nevertheless, the continued
effectiveness of this identity requires constant
reinterpretation and adaptation to social
transformations and the needs of new
generations.  lIranian-Islamic  identity  can
preserve its cohesion-building role only when it
distances itself from exclusionary approaches
and remains open to social plurality. Maintaining
a balance among Iranian identity, Islam,
citizenship rights, and the requirements of
modern society is one of the essential conditions
of this process. Therefore, strengthening shared
cultural and historical components while
respecting social diversity can help consolidate
national convergence. Accordingly, cultural and
social policymaking in Iran should focus on
reinforcing unity-building elements and reducing
divergence factors.
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